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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1 11139 5.6 1.4 10 55.8 93
2 5850 11 3.1 20 54.8 48.8
3 5286 11.9 3.1 20 59.3 44.1

11 134 3.2 1.4 10 31.6 1.1
12 41 1 0.8 20 5.1 0.3
13 30 1.2 0.7 20 6.2 0.3
21 843 5.8 1.7 10 57.8 7
22 579 12.7 3.7 20 63.4 4.8
23 208 12.9 3.7 20 64.6 1.7
31 65 2.6 1.4 10 26.3 0.5
32 28 1.2 3 20 5.9 0.2
33 10 0.6 0.7 20 3 0.1
41 103 5 2.6 10 49.6 0.9
42 60 9.8 6.5 20 49 0.5
43 14 9.3 6.2 20 46.4 0.1
51 11779 11.1 2.9 20 55.3 98.3
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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WJEC

Sticky Note

A more focused summary of the content of the extract.  Some focus on Lennie but it doesn't capture how Lennie is presented here.  Add one sentence which summarises Lennie's state of mind in this extract.



WJEC

Sticky Note

Why is this a much better start than the previous response?  Remember the examiner's comments.



WJEC

Sticky Note

The candidate knows the text well and can pinpoint what is happening for Lennie here. Lennie's repetition of the 'go find a cave' is significant.  Why do you think Steinbeck uses it?  What's the difference between the first time Lennie says it and now?



WJEC

Highlight



WJEC

Highlight



WJEC

Highlight



WJEC

Sticky Note

Is this true? Lennie is childlike throughout the novel but only here imagines Aunt Clara. What does this hallucination show about him at this point in the novel?







WJEC

Sticky Note

A sensible comment - but can you probe the subtext a little more here?  Lennie is more than 'aware' that George would be better off without him, isn't he?



WJEC

Sticky Note

Try to avoid this kind of simple paraphrase of a reference.  Look at how Lennie says this and suggest what you think it means to him to realise it is true.



WJEC

Sticky Note

Examiner comment:  Some understanding of Lennie's frame of mind here and some selection of references to support points.  Tracks through the extract with some more focused comment though not always probing the subtext.  Mark: 6What's meant by 'subtext'?  Look closely at the extract and find evidence of how Lennie really feels. (Tip: look at how he says and does things as well as what.)
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How does John Steinbeck use the character of George to highlight some aspects 
of American society in the 1930s?  [20] 


 
This question covers assessment objectives A01 (33%) and A04 (67%). 


 
0 marks  Nothing worthy of credit. 


 
1-4 marks  Simple awareness of some aspects of the character, such as his status 


as a migrant worker.  
 


5-9 marks  Answers will be dependent on simple, general narrative, with some 
discussion of the effect of contextual factors, such as George’s unsettled 
lifestyle as a migrant worker. Some relevant events and relationships, 
such as George’s attempt to fulfil his dreams of owning a farm and his 
paternal relationship with Lennie, may be referred to. 
  


10-14 marks  Answers may still be narrative driven, but will show more relevant 
selection of events to show an understanding of the character. The 
character may be described by using events such as George’s first 
encounters with other characters at the beginning of the book and the 
killing of Lennie at the end. There will be increasingly thorough 
understanding of how the social, cultural and historical context of 1930s 
USA affects his personality, lifestyle and ambitions, perhaps with 
reference to the effects of rootlessness and distrust as a migrant worker. 
For 13-14, answers will be more thorough, with consistent discussion of 
important features of the character with sound links made with contextual 
factors. 
 


15-20 marks  Answers will be cogent and astute, with assured use of relevant detail. 
There will be a confident exploration of the character and the writer’s use 
of it to criticise society at the time. Details of salient events and phases in 
the character’s presentation will be given and the ways in which context 
impacts on it. An evaluative approach is expected for 18-20, with a 
confident exploration and interpretation of the character. 
 


 Please look for, and reward, valid alternatives. 
 
 
  


0 2 












WJEC

Sticky Note

Examiner comment:  Some general knowledge of context but very little direct reference to the text.  Mark: 4A surprisingly common error here.  Remember that the exam is English Literature, not History.  The markscheme only lets examiners credit context where it is related to the novel studied.












WJEC

Sticky Note

Purposeful introduction, offering some overview of Steinbeck's use of the character.







WJEC

Sticky Note

Detailed references and gets to the heart of how context affects character in the novel.  Convincing ideas about Steinbeck's portrayal of George and his life as wasted and unfulfilled because of the times.







WJEC

Sticky Note

This commentary goes further than most when discussing the friendship between George and Lennie. This candidate shows a convincing understanding of what the relationship means and why it's noticed and commented on by others in the novel. Look at the way detailed references are selected and become part of the commentary here.



WJEC

Sticky Note

Compare this section on George and the American Dream with the same point in the previous response.  This kind of approach is what examiners mean by 'assured analysis'.  Where the previous candidate describes some of what the Dream consists of, this response explores its significance and the use Steinbeck makes of it to criticise his society.







WJEC

Sticky Note

Examiner comment:  Assured and probing commentary on the writer's use of character to highlight significant aspects of American society and values in the 1930s.  Mark:  18












WJEC

Sticky Note

A more focused comment on mood.



WJEC

Sticky Note

Identifies clearly the idea of memories as central to both poems.



WJEC

Sticky Note

Compare this paragraph with the previous response's commentary on mood.  The interpretation here is more developed and more rooted in the language of the poem.  There is more confidence in looking at the images used.







WJEC

Sticky Note

Not quite so specific here on the second poem and needs to be more firmly rooted in the language of the poem.  Do you agree that the poem's mood is calm throughout?  Compare the beginning and the end of the poem - is the tone really the same?



WJEC

Sticky Note

Some thoughtful comparison and interpretation here.  This level of comparison is higher than in the last response.



WJEC

Sticky Note

The structure of poems is difficult to comment on. Examiners often see these rather vague, unsupported claims about structure, Instead, look for changes in tone and mood in the poems and comment on them.







WJEC

Sticky Note

The passage of time and how we look back on it is clearly an important idea in both poems.  Do you agree with the candidate here about what each poet is trying to say about this idea?



WJEC

Sticky Note

Examiner comment:  Some thoughtful discussion of the poems' main ideas, interprets and probes language and imagery in places.  Some comparison of mood and ideas.  Mark:  13












WJEC

Highlight



WJEC

Sticky Note

Is this true in this extract?  read the whole extract again.  How would you sum up Lennie's state of mind here?



WJEC

Sticky Note

Does this quotation really support the statement made?Rewrite the first paragraph: make a clear statement about the way Lennie is presented in this extract and find a quotation from it which best supports that statement.



WJEC

Sticky Note

This is a more focused comment, with an appropriate reference to support. But look at what has been missed from the extract up to this point.  The technique here is good, but the coverage of the extract is much weaker. Go back to the extract and comment on the important features of Lennie's speech and behaviour that was missed here.



WJEC

Highlight



WJEC

Highlight



WJEC

Sticky Note

This comment lacks focus on the extract - the comment could be made about any point in the novel, not specifically here.  Using the same reference as the candidate, how can you make this comment much more specific to the extract?



WJEC

Sticky Note

Examiner comment:  Some selection of references from the extract is made but the comments tend to be general rather than specific to the extract.  Much of the character's presentation in the extract is missed.  Mark: 3There are two main weaknesses identified by the examiner: general comments rather than specific to the extract and poor coverage of the extract.  Rewrite the response to address these weaknesses.



WJEC

Sticky Note
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SECTION A


Of Mice and Men


Either,


How does John Steinbeck use the character of George to highlight some aspects of 
American society in the 1930s? [20]


0 2
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SECTION B 
 
Both poets write about people and places important to them. 
 


  A Room in the Past/Family House 
 


Write about the poems and their effect on you. Show how they are similar and how 
they are different.   [20] 


 
This question covers assessment objectives A01 (25%), A02 (25%) and A03 (50%) 


 
0 marks  Nothing worthy of credit. 


 
1-4 marks  Mostly simple, general comments on the poems. The response will 


probably be brief, with simple, basic points of comparison about content, 
such as both poets’ description of places significant to them. 
 


5-9 marks  There may be awareness of some of the ideas in the poems, such as 
the sense of nostalgia for people and places long gone in both poems. 
Some awareness of details which show some understanding of the 
general impressions of people and places shown in both poems may be 
given. 
 


10-14 marks  Focused use of the details in the poems and, for 12 – 14, some 
discussion of the way the poets describe the characters and places in 
the poems and the lives they lead in the past. There may be some grasp 
of the sense of time frozen depicted in the first poem, the descriptive 
detail used to describe the kitchen may be selected or the use of images 
which create an impression of aspects of the grandmother’s life and 
character noted. In the second poem, there will be some exploration of 
how sense images are used to evoke the past. There may be some 
simple commentary on the mood of each poem, identifying the quiet 
appreciation of the grandmother of the first and the rather complex mix 
of regret, pleasure and memory of the second. For 13 – 14, candidates 
will recognise the imagery used in both poems and may offer some 
sensible interpretation of it, although not all comments will be 
convincing. 
 


15-20 marks  A more consistent analysis of both poems and some perceptive probing 
of subtext. Candidates will begin to show how the poets’ use of images 
build a picture of the past and how the places described bring back vivid 
memories of the past. There will be a clear appreciation of how both 
poets use language to achieve specific effects, such as the use of the 
weather metaphors in the first to evoke the sense of the transience of life 
and the ordinariness of death, compared with the description of concrete 
objects to evoke a strong sense of place and the idea of inevitability and 
decay in the passing of time. For marks above 16, a willingness to 
engage with the ideas about the power of places to induce strong 
memories, suggested by the poets, may be shown. Confident links and 
comparisons will be made, with subtlety and range, and an awareness of 
ambiguity and possible interpretations, for 18-20. 
 


 
Please note that the Foundation Tier poems are entitled Seaside September and Flat Head Lake, 
October. If a candidate has answered on these poems please use the 'wrong question' tool on e-
marker. Refer to the e-marker training material for more information. 
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WJEC

Sticky Note

The candidate has a grain of an idea about the poem's mood here.  Read the whole poem again and consider how you would describe its mood and atmosphere.  Make a note of the words and phrases which contribute to this mood.



WJEC

Sticky Note

Again, there's some attempt to summarise the mood of the second poem.  'It felt like home' is a good start - but read the second poem again  and see if you agree with the candidate.  Which words and phrases hint at a different kind of mood from the first poem?  Does the mood and atmosphere change in each poem?  How?







WJEC

Sticky Note

The idea of memories is important in both poems.  What else could you say about this idea?  What kind of memories are there?  What are the poets trying to say about memories and their meaning?



WJEC

Sticky Note

There is some misunderstanding here but the change of mood is noticed.  Can you pinpoint more clearly where and how the mood changes in the second poem?







WJEC

Sticky Note

Some discussion of the imagery here - a willingness to look at images and language and to interpret ideas means that the examiner can begin to move the marks for AO1 and AO2 up the Bands.  Look for other examples in this response.



WJEC

Sticky Note

The opening of the poem is a short, simple sentence.  Why do you think the poet chose this way to start the poem?



WJEC

Sticky Note

A valid idea but this image can be explored in more depth.  What other interpretations might there be?  



WJEC

Sticky Note

A nice idea but there's more to say about how the poet uses details in the room to evoke a time long ago.  Which details would you select?  How do they work to evoke the atmosphere of a childhood home?



WJEC

Sticky Note

Which sensory images remind you of your own childhood?  How do these images work?The poet uses a range of sensory images in the poem.  Pick them out and consider why the poet uses them and what effect they have.  







WJEC

Sticky Note

The candidate is aware that the passage of time is an important idea in the poem, but struggles to find how this idea is conveyed. Look again at the poem's language and imagery.  How can you discuss this idea more clearly?



WJEC

Sticky Note

Examiner comment:  Some comparison of ideas in both poems.  Some interpretation and discussion of main ideas and images although inconsistently developed.  Mark: 11
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SECTION A


Of Mice and Men


Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question:


Look closely at the way Lennie speaks and behaves here. What does it reveal about his 
character?  [10]


0 1












WJEC

Sticky Note

Compare how this candidate deals with the way George is used to highlight the lives of migrant workers with the previous response.  







WJEC

Sticky Note

The friendship between George and Lennie was rare for the time. Can you add some more evidence to develop this idea?  What do others say about the friendship?  How is the friendship affected by the society of the time?  Why does Steinbeck choose to focus on George's story, rather than Slim's or Candy's, perhaps, which might be more typical?







WJEC

Sticky Note

Compare this candidate's use of the sexism idea with the previous candidate's.  Why is it worth more marks?  How could this section be improved?  Think about why George is so sexist towards Curley's wife.  What does it tell you about him apart from his sexism?



WJEC

Sticky Note

A thoughtful point linking character and context, though there is more to say. Look at the way George describes his version of the American Dream in the novel. What does it really mean to George? Does he believe it? Why does he not achieve it?  







WJEC

Sticky Note

An interesting point but unexplained. The examiner can't be sure in what ways George shooting Lennie shows the 'vicious 1930s society'.  How can you explore this idea to make clear your understanding of why Steinbeck uses this scene?



WJEC

Sticky Note

Examiner comment:  Clear understanding of how George is used to highlight some important aspects of context.  Straightforward response with some supporting references.  Mark: 12












WJEC

Sticky Note

This response begins with Crooks, gives detailed and appropriate quotations and makes reference to specific events which illustrate the argument.  Compare this section on Crooks with the previous response's treatment of the same idea.  Why do you think the examiner awarded higher marks?







WJEC

Sticky Note

Succinct argument about George and Lennie's relationship.



WJEC

Sticky Note

Clear understanding of how Candy's life is affected by context.



WJEC

Sticky Note

Interesting interpretation of the question.







WJEC

Sticky Note

Quite a refreshing voice in this response.  Makes a genuinely personal response to the text, focused on the question and showing a clear insight into the bleak world Steinbeck creates.  



WJEC

Sticky Note

Examiner comment:  Focused argument with some thoughtful commentary on Steinbeck's use of characters and relationships to offer a critique of his society.  Mark: 17












WJEC

Sticky Note

This is what examiners mean by 'assured analysis'.  Confident handling of ideas from the start.  Read this section again to see how many different significant ideas in the poems the candidate has identified.







WJEC

Highlight



WJEC

Sticky Note

What do you think of this description of mood and atmosphere?



WJEC

Sticky Note

Compare this handling of the idea of time passing with the previous responses.



WJEC

Sticky Note

Focused comparison of how each poet conveys the idea of the passage of time and the nature of memories.  Detailed references keep the analysis firmly rooted in the poems.







WJEC

Sticky Note

This is a more focused handling of the structure of the poems.



WJEC

Sticky Note

Locates the different ways that each poem conveys the same idea of time passing.  A skilled comparison of style and technique.







WJEC

Sticky Note

Examiner comment:  Assured analysis and comparison.  Style, language and imagery are compared as well as the ideas conveyed in the poems.  Mark: 18
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UNIT ONE HIGHER TIER MARKING SCHEME 
 


SECTION A 
 


Of Mice and Men 
 


 Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question: 
 


Look closely at the way Lennie speaks and behaves here. What does it reveal 
about his character?  [10] 


 


This question covers assessment objectives A01 (50%) and A02 (50%). 
 


0 marks  Nothing worthy of credit. 
 


1 mark  Brief response, with simple comments about the content of the extract.   
 


2-4 marks  Answers will tend towards reorganisation, with some identification of 
Lennie’s confusion between reality and fantasy.  
 


5-7 marks  Some discussion of the fear and remorse revealed by Lennie’s 
interaction with the imagined figure of Aunt Clara. For 6-7 answers will 
be typified by more sustained discussion of Lennie’s underlying fears of 
abandonment by George which are given voice by Aunt Clara here. His 
pitiful awareness of having done ‘bad things’ and his palpable terror at 
their consequences may be explored in more detail. There may be some 
personal response. 
  


8-10 marks  Answers will be assured, evaluative and analytical. Candidates will 
confidently explore the way Lennie’s speech and behaviour reveals his 
half-grasped sense of remorse after killing Curley’s wife and there will be 
a confident analysis of how Lennie’s imagination creates the figure of 
Aunt Clara to voice his worst fears. The way snatches of remembered 
conversation with George have embedded themselves in Lennie’s mind 
may be noted, as well as the way his abject grief and pain are evoked by 
Steinbeck’s language. Detailed reference to the writer’s use of language 
to reveal a conflicted mind may be made. Some awareness of the 
pathos evoked by Lennie’s fears may also be examined with some focus 
on style. 


 


  


0 1 












 



WJEC

Sticky Note

This is a valid point but could be true of any of the migrant workers. This is what examiners mean by generalised comments which will keep your mark low.



WJEC

Sticky Note

Again, a useful point about context but not really about George.



WJEC

Sticky Note

Examiner comment:  Brief references to character and context.  References selected from George's comments but undeveloped and limited sense of the character and events.  Mark: 5There are two brief but valid points made in the response.  Look at these two points and consider how you could develop them using reference to events involving George.  In what ways does Steinbeck use George to represent migrant workers at the time?  Which events show you this? In which events does George's distrust of women reveal the sexism of the time? 

































 

























WJEC

Sticky Note

Based on the previous responses, why is this opening paragraph more likely to be awarded marks?



WJEC

Sticky Note

This is what examiners mean by focused use of the extract.  The examiner tracks through the text, with apt references to show what's really going on for Lennie here.  This gets to the subtext rather than reporting what's happening.



WJEC

Sticky Note

A perceptive comment!  



WJEC

Sticky Note

The candidate knows the meaning of the hallucination: it's Steinbeck's way of showing Lennie's 'agony' at this point in the novel.







WJEC

Sticky Note

One characteristic of higher level extract responses is a focus on what Steinbeck's doing rather than what Lennie's doing.  Look at the response so far and compare how this candidate handles the same parts of the extract compared with the last candidate.



WJEC

Sticky Note

Examiner comment:  Some insightful commentary on the character's thoughts and feelings, with apt detail from the text to support ideas.  Some focus on how the writer uses language to present the character here. Mark: 8This response has plenty of insights into the character here. 'Some focus on how' is the clue to even higher marks, however.  Can you rewrite the response with a more consistent focus on how Steinbeck uses language to reveals the insights the candidate identifies here?












WJEC

Sticky Note

Brief but clear introduction.  Sets out a straightforward argument, then gives examples to support it.



WJEC

Sticky Note

Selects a good example of a character, focuses on the question and explains how context works to shape character.  There's room to develop ideas though.Which events in the novel best illustrate Crooks' inability to form significant relationships?  Where does he explain the effect his situation has on his life and well being? What happens when Crooks attempts to reach out to others?  How do others on the ranch really see him? 







WJEC

Sticky Note

Another good example although Candy's situation and the ways he is affected by society around him is not the same as other migrant workers.  Why?  Which opportunities to show understanding and insight has the candidate missed here? 



WJEC

Sticky Note

An interesting selection of Carlson here, with some understanding of how contextual factors affect characters' personalities and ability to relate to others.  There is a brief mention, but no development. of Curley as a character who is unable to form important relationships  here.  How would you include Curley in your response to this question?  In what ways might he be 'robbed of the ability to form important relationships'?  Which scenes would you select to illustrate your ideas?  What is Steinbeck trying to say about his society through his presentation of Curley?



WJEC

Sticky Note

Examiner comment:  A clear, thorough grasp of how characters' lives and relationships are affected by contextual factors.  Focused on the question.  Mark: 14
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SECTION A


Of Mice and Men


Or,


‘American society in the 1930s robbed people of their ability to form important 
relationships.’ To what extent do you agree with this statement? [20]


0 3
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‘American society in the 1930s robbed people of their ability to form important 
relationships.’ To what extent do you agree with this statement? [20] 


 
This question covers assessment objectives A01 (33%) and A04 (67%). 


 
0 marks  Nothing worthy of credit. 


 
1-4 marks  Simple, general narrative, showing a basic awareness of some of the 


characters and events in the novel. 
 


5-9 marks  Answers will be general and narrative with some focus on and discussion 
of the relationships between characters, probably George and Lennie. 
There may be some awareness of how the characters’ lives reflect wider 
society in 1930s America and how this affects their ability to form 
important relationships in the world of the ranch. 
 


10-14 marks  Answers will still be dependent on narrative but with more detailed 
reference to key events and characters, with some discussion of how 
relationships between characters are depicted at different points in the 
novel. For 13-14, there will be more focused discussion of how the 
specific relationships, such as that between George and Lennie or Curley 
and his wife or Crooks and others on the ranch, are affected by the harsh 
conditions of the Depression or the inequalities of the time. Specific 
reference will be made to the way particular characters’ personalities, 
behaviour and aspirations are affected by wider society’s attitudes and 
inequalities. Candidates may offer different explanations of how 
important relationships are affected and more thorough responses will 
discuss the way contextual factors create a harsh, exploitative society 
with some understanding. 
 


15-20 marks  Answers will be evaluative and assured, showing a clear appreciation of 
how Steinbeck shapes our understanding of characters and the influence 
of contextual factors on them. Answers will reveal a perceptive reading of 
the novel to show a considered interpretation of Steinbeck’s criticism of 
his society through the presentation of different kinds of relationships. For 
18-20, the analysis will be cogent, with a cohesive thread of ideas which 
are well-supported by detailed reference to the text.  
 


Please look for, and reward, valid alternatives. 
  


0 3 
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SECTION B


Spend about 1 hour on this section. Think carefully about the poems before you write your answer.


Write about both poems and their effect on you. Show how they are similar and 
how they are different.


You may write about each poem separately and then compare them, or make comparisons 
where appropriate in your answer as a whole. [20]


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.


A Room in the Past


It’s a kitchen. Its curtains fill 
with a morning light so bright 
you can’t see beyond its windows 
into the afternoon. A kitchen 
falling through time with its things 
in their places, the dishes jingling 
up in the cupboard, the bucket 
of drinking water rippled as if 
a truck had just gone past, but that truck 
was thirty years. No one’s at home
in this room. Its counter is wiped,
and the dishrag hangs from its nail, 
a dry leaf. In housedresses of mist, 
blue aprons of rain, my grandmother 
moved through this life like a ghost, 
and when she had finished her years,
she put them all back in their places
and wiped out the sink, turning her back
on the rest of us, forever.


Ted Kooser


Family House 


I slept in a room in the roof, 
the white planes of its ceiling 
freckled with light from the sea, 
or at night leaf shadows 
from the street-lamp in the lane. 


Below, the flame of her hair, 
and the gleam of a colander 
as she bent among the pea-rows, 
or pulled a lettuce from the black earth, 
wearing silly shoes to make her taller.  


Even in summer, sometimes, salt on the air,
I’d hear far off that faltered heartbeat 
of the Breaksea lightship, 
then the held breath of silence 
to the count of ten.  


Now the vegetable garden is a lawn, 
and they sold the coach house, pigsty, 
the old stable where in wet summers 
we crouched over our cache of secrets 
under the cidery air of an apple-loft.  


From a hundred miles and thirty years away 
I smell long rows of fruit, 
turned to rotten gourds of juice 
soft-skinned as toads. 


Gillian Clarke


END OF PAPER


5 1
































